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France," in Tours, the only city in which Jeanne d'Arc
had not wept, another woman was fired with the desire
to save souls. Marie Guyard had contracted a mar-
riage of convenience with a young man as pious as
herself. Widowed after two years, she again heard the
call of the cloister and entered the order of the
Ursulines where she took the name of Marie de
Tlncarnation. No one had ever spoken to her of far-
away Canada, of whose very existence she was un-
aware; but one day in 1634, when plunged in one of the
ecstasies which were common with her, the nun caught
a glimpse of a "great, a vast country covered with
thick mist." Informed of this, her confessor, a Jesuit,
told her everything that he had learned of New France
from the Relations and the book of the Recollet
Sagard, A Voyage to the Country of the Hurons. Marie
de I'lncarnation had no doubt that the object of her
dream was Canada, and her faith in her dream was
redoubled when she began to hear mysterious voices
which invited her to "work for the salvation of Indian
maidens."

Meanwhile a young widow of Alengon by the name
of Madame de La Peltrie, deeply religious and very
rich, had been greatly moved by the reading of the
Relations, and decided to devote her life and her for-
tune to pious works. She also was convinced that the
conversion of the Indians in Canada would prove a
task to match her zeal. Of the same opinion was a
rich and generous gentleman, M. de Bernieres-
Louvigny whose merits and virtues the Jesuits had
proclaimed to her. When she learned, again through
the Jesuits, of the astonishing plans of Marie de
Tlncarnation, Madame de La Peltrie embarked upon a